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*  NOW  * 

♦  # 

it  1.  Write  your  two  Senators  now  at  the  Senate  Office  Building,  Washington  25,  D.  C.  ♦ 
it  (if  you  have  forgotten  their,  names,  ask  your  local  postmaster.)  Urge  them  to  * 

it  use  their  influence  against  the  present  drift  toward  war,  to  do  all  they  can  for  * 
it  peace,  and  to  vote  against  universal  military  training  and  the  return  of  « 

*  Selective  Service  or  a  peacetime  draft,  * 

*  * 
it  Also  write  along  these  lines  to  Senator  Arthur  H.  Veuidenberg,  Republican  leader  * 

*  i’ji  the  Senate  and  chairman  of  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee j  to  Senator  ♦ 

*  Alben  W.  Barkley,  Democratic  leader  in  the  Senate;  and  to  Senator  Robert  A.  Taft,  * 

it  outspoken  opponent  of  U  M  T.  « 

*  « 

it  2,  Do  all  you  can  locally  to  see  that  the  issues  of  peacetime  training  and  conscrip-  * 
it  tion  are  discussed  in  churches,  farm  and  labor  organizations,  women’s,  students'  * 
it  and  young  people's  groups,  and  in  the  letters-to-the-editor  columns.  * 

*  ♦ 

it  3*  Many  states  will  be  holding  primaries  in  the  next  few  months.  Try  to  see  local  * 
it  Congressional  candidates  of  all  parties.  Ask  them  to  state  their  views  on  peace,  * 
it  conscription  and  U  M  T.  Then  please  send  us  a  report  of  your  interviews  for  our  # 
it  guidance  •  « 


A  TIME  FOR  CLEAR  THINKING  AND  CALM  LEADERSHIP 

Washington  is  having  the  worst  war  jitters  since  V-J  Day.  The  mood  was  inflamed  by  the 
March  13  speech  of  former  Secretary  of  State  James  Byrnes,  who  proposed  that  the  United 
States  "act  immediately"  the  next  time  Russia  makes  even  an  indirect  move  of  aggression  in 
Europe.  He  called  for  immediate  reenactment  of  Selective  Service  and  a  greatly  enlarged 
air  force,  to  meet  a  world  crisis  "that  may  exist  four  or  five  weeks  from  now,"  Some  mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress  are  advocating  that  we  drop  atomic  bombs  on  Russia  now  in  a  preventive  war. 

If  the  spread  of  communism  is  to  oe  stopped,  can  we  do  it  with  bullets  and  armies?  Can  the 
United  States  really  combat  COTununism  by  engaging  in  armament  races,  threats  of  war,  uni¬ 
lateral  military  intervention  in  Greece,  Turkey,  Italy  and  China,  constant  by-passing  of 
the  United  Nations,  adopting  U  M  T  and  conscription,  and  making  military  alliances? 

No,  We  believe  that  America  can  help  the  cause  of  demycracy  best  by  taking  a  position  of 
moral  leadership,  and  by  offering  the  world  a  better  political,  social  and  economic  program 
than  communism,  a  program  which  will  effectively  overcome  the  hunger,  want  and  chaos  of 
Europe  and  Asia  through  peaceful,  constructive  measures. 

This  means  that  the  European  Recovery  Program,  just  passed  by  the  Senate,  should  be  adopted 
by  the  House  without  making  it  a  weapon  of  military  and  political  warfare.  It  means  that 
America  should  idioleheartedly  sxi^port  the  peaceful  program  of  the  UN,  the  World  Health 
Organization  (which  we  have  not  yet  joined),  the  International  Trade  Organization,  the 
International  Children's  Emergency  Fund,  the  International  Refugee  Organization.  Congress 
should  be  taking  effective  action  on  legislation  for  admitting  displaced  persons.  We  should 
be  searching  for  non-violent  solutions  to  the  Palestine  problem.  Certainly,  our  leaders 
should  not  be  inciting  public  fears  with  threats  and  warlike  moves. 
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SENATE  BEGINS  U  M  T  HEARINGS  MARCH  16 

After  closed  meetings  with  Secretary  of  State  Marshall  on  March  2  and  with  Secretary  of 
Defense  Forrestal  on  March  8,  the  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee  announced  that  open  hear¬ 
ings  on  the  general  defense  moves  including  U  M  T  will  start  March  16.  This  gave  the 
public  only  a  week' s  notice  of  the  all-out  drive  for  Senate  enactment  of  U  M  T  legislation 
in  April,  if  possible.  The  Washington  Post  reports  that  the  Am^  probably  will  ask  for 
both  U  M  T  and  revival  of  Selective  Service,  so  either  or  both  may  be  acted  upon  by  the 
Committee • 

Secretary  Marshall,  the  first  scheduled  witness,  will  testify  for  U  M  T  in  the  Senate 
Caucus  Room,  with  newsreel  cameras,  television  and  radio  coverage  giving  a  big  propaganda 
send-off  to  the  U  M  T  campaign.  On  March  18,  Secretairy  Forrestal  and  his  top  civilian  and 
uniformed  aides  will  appear,  also  against  a  major  publicity  background. 

Though  the  complete  schedule  has  not  yet  been  announced,  it  is  rather  ironic  that  the 
U  M  T  hearings  will  run  eveiy  moiraing  and  afternoon  for  four  days  during  the  Holy  Week  be¬ 
fore  Easter  —  a  most  sacred  period  of  the  year  for  both  Catholics  and  Protestants.  On 
Monday,  March  22,  it  is  expected  that  Dr.  Karl  T.  Compton,  chairman  of  the  President's 
Commission  on  Universal  Training,  will  lead  off  for  the  non-government  proponents  of  U  M  T,  , 
followed  by  former  Supreme  Court  Justice  Owen  D,  Roberts,  and  by  Joseph  Grew,  for  many  years 
Ambassador  to  Japan,  On  March  23,  ex-Secretary  of  State  Byrnes  and  Bernard  Baruch  are 
scheduled.  On  Ash  Wednesday,  atomic  scientists  in  favor  of  U  M  T  are  expected  to  testify, 
followed  on  March  25  by  educators*  After  a  recess  for  Good  Friday,  the  hearings  will  resume 
twice  daily  on  Monday,  March  29. 

Some  anti-U  M  T  witnesses  may  get  their  first  hearing  on  March  23,  but  the  settled  strategy 
of  the  Senate  Committee  seems  to  be  that  a  strong  pro-D  M  T  figure  will  testify  on  practi¬ 
cally  every  day  that  opposition  witnesses  appear*  This  tactic  was  strongly  protested  by 
the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation,  without  avail*  Its  obvious  objective  is  to 
captxire  press  headlines  daily  for  the  pro-U  M  T  forces,  as  was  done  during  the  House  Armed 
Services  Committee  hearings  last  J\me. 

If  you  live  within  500  miles  of  Washington,  will  you  plan  to  bring  an  auto  load  from  your 
community  for  at  least  one  day  of  the  nearings,  staying  over  to  visit  yo\ir  Congressman  and 
Senators?  Since  practically  every  member  of  the  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee  is  publicl]! 
on  record  in  favor  of  U  M  T,  it  seems  inevitable  that  the  hearings  will  result  in  a  strong 
move  to  adopt  this  step  toward  war.  Only  a  strong,  outspoken  public  opinion  can  hope  to 
stem  the  present  war  tide  and  defeat  U  M  T*  Will  you  search  your  conscience,  and  do  your 
full  share  in  this  cause?  The  Friends  Committee  on  Legislation  will  help  you  with  details 
as  much  as  possible. 

Members  of  the  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee  are*  Chan  Gurney  of  South  Dakota,  chairman; 
Styles  Bridges  of  New  Hampshire;  Edward  V.  Robertson,  Wyoming;  George  A.  Wilson,  Iowa; 
Leverett  Saltonstall,  Massachusetts;  Wayne  Morse,  Oregon;  Raymond  E*  Baldwin,  Connecticut] 
Millard  E.  Tydings,  Maryland;  Richard  B.  Russell,  Georgia;  Harry  F.  Byrd,  Virginia; 

Lister  Hill,  Alabama;  Harley  M^  Kilgore,  West  Virginia;  Burnet  R.  Maybank,  South  Carolina, 

EUROPEAN  RECOVERY  PROGRAM  NOW  BEFORE  HOUSE 

After  eleven  days  of  debate,  the  Senate  passed  the  European  Recovery  Bill,  S.  2202,  early  oi 
March  lU.  This  measure  provides  for  15,300,000,000  for  the  first  twelve  months,  beginning 
April  1,  with  one  billion  dollars  to  be  made  immediately  available  from  the  Reconstruction 
Finance  Corporation  as  a  loan*  The  bill  sets  up  an  independent  administrator  with  Cabinet 
status  to  run  the  sixteen-nation  aid  program. 

As  this  letter  goes  to  press  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  begins  final  action  on 
its  own  E  R  P  bill  which  includes  military  aid  to  Greece,  Turkey,  and  China.  Several  days 
ago  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  wired  each  member  of  the  House  Foreign 
Affairs  Committee  asking  that  military  aid  be  removed  from  the  European  Recovery  Program, 
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partly  because  unilateral  military  aid  is  undermining  the  United  Nations.  The  House  is 
expected  to  begin  active  debate  on  the  E  R  P  soon,  with  the  hope  that  final  action  in  both 
Houses  can  be  completed  early  in  April.  More  and  more,  the  E  R  P  is  being  made  a  program 
of  political  and  economic  warfare,  while  at  the  same  time  Russia  moves  faster  and  faster 
to  consolidate  her  sphere  of  influence. 

STILL  NO  HAVEN  FOR  DISPLACED  PERSONS 

The  United  States  is  defaulting  its  position  of  world  leadership  and  responsibility  by  the 
continued  failure  to  admit  refugees.  The  Stratton  Bill  has  been  in  the  House  Judiciary 
Committee  for  over  a  year.  Although  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee  reported  out  the  Wiley 
Bill,  S.  22U2,  on  March  2,  19U8#  this  measure  has  very  serious  inadequacies. 

The  Wiley  Bill  permits  the  entry  of  only  50,000  disp?aced  persons  a  year  for  two  years, 
beginning  July  1,  19U8.  Since  no  carry-over  is  allowed,  and  since  it  is  doubtful  that  the 
machinery  can  be  set  up  in  time,  it  is  not  certain  that  the  full  50,000  quota  for  the  first 
year  can  be  attained. 

The  Senate  bill  greatly  restricts  eligibility  of  emigrants.  Each  refugee  must  give  assur¬ 
ance  that  he  will  be  suitably  employed  in  the  United  States  without  affecting  some  other 
person's  Job.  He  must  show  that  he  can  adequately  house  himself  and  his  family  witJiout 
affecting  anyone  else.  The  emigrant's  vocation  or  skill  must  be  needed  in  the  locality  in 
which  he  expects  to  settle. 

In  addition  to  these  restrictions,  the  Wiley  Bill  also  sets  up  undesirable  general  prefer¬ 
ences.  One  is  that  at  least  50^  of  the  visas  must  go  to  eligibles  who  have  been  previously 
engaged  in  agriculture,  and  who  will  work  on  farms  in  the  United  States.  Actually,  less 
than  25^  of  displaced  persons  are  farmers.  Another  preference  requires  that  at  least  S0% 
of  the  visas  must  go  to  refugees  idiose  place  of  origin  or  country  of  nationality  has  been 
annexed  by  a  foreign  power.  This  heavily  favors  the  small  minority  of  displaced  persons 
coming  from  the  Baltic  States  and  Eastern  Poland. 

The  Senate  is  expected  to  act  on  the  Wiley  Bill  in  the  next  month.  In  view  of  the  bill's 
shortcomings,  we  suggest  that  you  write  your  Senators,  urging  them  to  remove  the  arbitrary 
restrictions  and  to  raise  the  quota  to  at  least  li00,000  persons,  with  carry-overs  permitted. 

THE  CONDON  CASE 

Because  it  clearly  shows  how  individual  American  rights  are  being  progressively  infringed 
by  the  undemocratic  procedures  of  the  House  Un-American  Activities  Committee,  we  are  giving 
some  of  the  background  in  the  current  Committee  attack  on  Dr#  Edward  U.  Condon,  director  of 
the  National  Bureau  of  Standards, which  is  a  division  of  the  Department  of  Commerce. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  this  attack  was  made  with  much  fanfare,  just  before  the  House  was  to 
act  on  the  $200,000  additional  appropriation  requested  by  the  Un-American  Activities  Com¬ 
mittee.  Further,  the  report  was  released  over  the  signatures  of  only  three  out  of  the  nine 
Committee  members:  Chairman  J,  Parnell  Thomas  of  New  Jersey,  Richard  B.  Vail  of  Illinois, 
and  John  S.  Wood  of  Georgia#  Committee  members  whose  names  did  not  appear  on  the  report 
released  are:  Karl  E.  Mundt,  South  Dakota;  John  McDowell,  Pennsylvania;  Richard  M.  Nixon, 
California;  John  E.  Rankin,  Mississippi;  J.  Hardin  Peterson,  Florida;  and  Herbert  C. 
Bonner,  North  Carolina. 

The  Committee  attack,  in  essence,  charges  Dr.  Condon  with  being  "one  of  the  weakest  links 
in  our  atomic  security,"  and  quotes  a  report  from  FBI  Director  J,  Edgar  Hoover  to  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Commerce  Harrlman  asserting  that  Dr.  Condon  had  associated  with  persons  connected 
with  the  Polish  Embassy,  and  with  an  individual  alleged  to  have  been  engaged  in  espionage. 
The  Washington  Post  claims,  however,  that  the  Committee  left  out  of  their  quotation  this 
further  statement  by  Mr.  Hoover:  "There  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  contacts  between  this 
individual  and  Dr.  Condon  were  related  to  this  individual's  espionage  activities." 
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A  previous  inquiry  by  the  Department  of  Commerce  loyalty  board,  made  at  Dr,  Condon's  oim  * 
request  when  charges  appeared  in  the  press  last  summer,  had  already  cleared  him  of 
accusations'  of  disloyalty. 

This  case  has  aroused  the  American  Physical  Society,  the  Federation  of  American  Scientists, 
the  Emergency  Committee  of  Atomic  Scientists,  the  New  York  Times,  and  the  Washington  Post 
to  protest  the  procedures  and  the  implications  of  such  Congressional  action. 

Congressman  Chet  Holifield  of  California,  who  accompanied  Dr,  Condon  to  the  Bikini  atom  bomb 
test,  criticized  the  Un-American  Activities  Committee  report  point  by  point,  in  a  speech  on  .  | 
the  House  floor  on  March  9.  He  stated  that  the  report  was  full  of  inaccuracies;  that  Dr, 
Condon  had  written  on  July  9>  19U7  to  the  chairman  of  the  House  Un-American  Activities  Com¬ 
mittee  offering  to  answer  questions  or  to  furnish  information  and  that  Chairman  J,  Parnell 
Thomas  never  replied  to  the  letter.  On  motion  of  Representative  Nixon,  another  Congression¬ 
al  subcommittee  voted  to  recommend  a  public  hearing  at  which  Secretary  Harriman,  J,  Edgar 
Hoover,  Dr,  Condon  and  others  would  be  invited  to  testify. 

Marquis  Childs  wrote  in  his  column  of  March  3s  ''The  current  loyalty  witch  hunt  is  shown  in 
its  shabbiest  and  meanest  form  in  the  attack  upon  Dr,  Edward  U,  Condon,  ,  ,  ,  To  make  such 
vague  and  tenuous  accusations  without  giving  the  victim  a  chance  to  state  his  own  case  is 
to  make  ourselves  into  the  image  of  the  enen^  we  profess  to  despise,** 

The  American  Physical  Society  wired  Senator  Vandenberg  and  Speaker  Martin  s  **We  nave  grave 
fear  that  their  action  will  tend  to  frustrate  efforts  of  the  government  to  avail  itself  of 
our  scientific  resoiirces  and  will  make  difficult  the  collaboration  between  scientists  and  i 
the  government,  on  which  so  much  of  our  future  depends.”  | 

The  New  York  Times  on  March  9  editorialized:  ”If  anything  more  were  needed  to  discredit 
the  procedure  of  the  House  Committee  on  Un-American  Activities,  the  case  of  Dr.  Edward  U.  i 
Condon,  head  of  the  National  Bureau  of  Standards,  has  done  it," 

The  Washington  Post  declared  on  the  same  day:  "The  Condon  case  offers  abundant  proof,  we 
think,  that  the  Committee  on  Un-American  Activities  has  become  an  embarrassing  liability  to 
Congress,  a  threat  to  the  rights  of  citizens  who  are  its  victims  and  actually  a  handicap  to 
the  maintenance  of  effective  security  in  the  sensitive  agencies  of  the  Federal  Government. 

.  .  ,  What  is  still  to  be  explained  —  what  Congress  owes  it  to  the  American  people  to 
explain  without  delay  —  is  why  it  permits  a  committee  acting  in  its  name  so  meanly  and 
groundlessly  to  defame  an  American  citizen,” 

The  Executive  Board  of  the  Washington  Association  of  Scientists,  in  a  statement  released 
March  10,  said:  "It  has  stirred  up  deep  uneasiness  among  honest  and  intelligent  Americans 

scientists  and  non-scientists  alike.  Its  ramifications  extend  far  beyond  the  immediate 
issue.  They  could  affect  —  as  perhaps  it  is  intended  they  should  —  the  Federal  civilian 
control  of  atomic  energy,  the  effective  employment  of  scientists  by  their  government,  and 
every  citizen's  basic  rights  to  freedom  of  thought  and  speech,  AH  this  has  raised  anew 
and  urgently  in  the  minds  of  thoughtful  people  the  question  of  whether  the  Un-American 
Activities  Committee  with  its  present  make-up  is  not  more  menace  than  guardian  to  the 
liberties  it  professes  to  protect,” 


E.  Raymond  Wilson 
C.  Lloyd  Bailey 
George  Loft 


Cost  of  Newsletter  -  $2  a  year. 
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FLASH 


Thursday,  March  18,  19ii8 


The  President  yesterday  called  for  both  UMT  and  revival  of  Selective  Ser^dce,  as 
we  anticipated  when  the  Newsletter  was  written  Monday,  Congress  is  hesi i:ating  to 
ccirjnit  itself  until  the  country  is  heard  from,  Vi<e  believe  there  is  st  il.'  a  good 
chance  to  defeat  UMT,  and  more  than  a  fighting  chance  to  defe at  dra  t.  re-n.val, 
but  only  if  the  public  expresses  its  opposition  as  never  beiure. 

RdSIST  the  current  war  talk  and  war  hysteria. 

GLT  veterans  to  write  as  veterans  opposing  UMT  and  Selective  Service, 

Y/RITS  as  indicated  in  the  Newsletter,  also  to  members  of  the  Senate  Armed 
Services  Committee  and  the  House  Rules  Committee  in  your  area, 

SLfID  a  special  contribution  to  the  F  C  N  L  to  aid  in  this  emergency. 
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JouMua.  or  ihb  National  Edocatkin  Amoglition 
January  IMS 


Vii  must  save  Europe 
without  losing  Ameriea 

TUm  gtatmmmnt  wag  formulated  by  tho 

Lsgislothre  CommissiQn  of  the  Notionol  Education  Aatociofion: 


H.  If.  IVY,  Meridian,  Miss.,  Chairman 
ARTHUR  F.  COREY,  San  Francisco, 
CaUf. 

FRANK  C.  HEINISCH,  Omaha, 
Nebr. 

J.  EASTON  PARRATT,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah 


GLENN  E.  SNOW,  St.  George,  Utah, 
NEA  President 

PEARL  A.  WANAMAKER,  Olympia, 
Wash. 

IVAN  R.  AMERINE,  Columbus, 
Ohio 

EDGAR  G.  DOUDNA,  Madison, 
Wise. 


WORLD  War  II  ended  in  victory 
over  the  forces  of  fascism.  No 
sooner  had  it  ended,  however,  than  a 
bitter  struggle  between  the  two  con¬ 
flicting  ideologies  of  communism  and 
democracy  arose. 

It  is  pc^ectly  clear  that  democracy 
and  the  system  of  free  enterprise  are 
under  vigorotis  attack  in  western  £u- 
K^ie^Itis  also  clear  that  they  are  se¬ 
riously  threatened  even  in  our  own 
country. 

Today  the  American  people  are 
called  upon  to  support  democratic 
ideals  around  the  globe.  There  is  no 
other  choice.  Retreat  into  isolation  is 
impossible  in  today’s  world. 

The  future  of  freedom  thruout  the 
World  is  indissolubly  linked  with  our 
own. 

Aid  Gronttd  Abroad 

Ck>ngre8S  has  in  recent  years  granted 
large  amounts  of  aid  to  western  Eu¬ 
rope  and  China. 

It  has  just  appropriated  over  500 
million  dollars  of  immediate  stop-gap 
akL  The  next  f^  years,  under  tlw 


FORREST  ROZZELL.  LittU  Rock, 
Ark. 

MRS.  GRACE  DODGE,  Boothbay, 
Maine 

A.  O.  MATHIAS.  CincinnaH,  Ohio 


GERTRUDE  E.  McCOMB,  Terre 
Haute,  Ind. 

MARTIN  P.  MOE,  Helena,  Mont. 
CORMA  A.  MOWREY,  Clarksburg, 
W.  Vo. 

L.  V.  PHILLIPS,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
BEULAH  KEETON  WALKER,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas 


Marshall  Plan,  may  require  from  12  to 
17  billion  dollars  of  aid. 

If  it  will  help  to  keep  the  peace, 
to  get  Europe  on  its  feet,  to  stem  the 
tide  of  totalitarianism,  this  aid  will  be 
a  small  price  to  pay  compared  to  the 
300  billions  spent  on  the  last  war. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  how¬ 
ever,  in  the  trying  years  ahead,  that  we 
strengthen  oiur  defense  at  home  as  well 
as  abroad. 

We  must  conserve  and  develop  our 
human  resources  with  care  and  fore¬ 
sight.  The  basic  defense  of  our  nation 
and  of  the  cause  of  free  men  resides 
in  the  intelligence  and  physical  well¬ 
being  of  all  citizens. 

There  is  no  surer  means  of  strength¬ 
ening  the  enemies  of  democracy  than 
by  neglecting  these  two  basic  human 
factors  in  American  life. 

Tho  Prico  ol  Ignoranco 

To  tolerate  ignorance  within  our 
nation  is  to  invite  disaster.  The  alien 
propagandists  would  wish  for  nothing 
better  than  for  large  numbers  of  our 
young  people  to  reach  adulthood  in 


ignorance,  without  a  deep  and  abid¬ 
ing  faith  in  the  American  way  of  life. 

Unless  every  child  in  his  early  years 
acquires  a  thoro  knowledge  of,  and  a 
love  for,  the  democratic  institutions 
in  our  great  republic,  he  inevitably  is 
a  f>otential  threat  to  the  security  of 
our  country. 

It  is  a  shocking  fact  that,  while  the 
federal  government  wisely  appropri¬ 
ates  billions  of  dollars  for  foreign  aid 
of  all  kinds  to  help  turn  the  tide  of 
human  affairs  strongly  in  the  direction 
of  democracy,  it  has  so  far  refused  to 
spend  even  a  few  million  dollars  to 
help  public  elementary  and  public 
secondary  schools  to  eliminate  the  ig¬ 
norance  which  invites  acceptance  of 
alien  ideas  at  home. 

Threatening  Circumstances 

Advocates  of  communism,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  find  strong  potential  allies  in 
such  threatening  circumstances  as  the 
following  conditions  within  the 
United  States: 

—Five  million  children  were  with¬ 
out  opportunity  of  becoming  well- 
grounded  in  the  foundations  of  Amer¬ 
ican  life  because  they  were  not  in 
school  at  all,  according  to  the  US  cen¬ 
sus  of  1940. 

—Some  communities  in  some  states 
in  1940  spent  60  times  as  much  for  the 
education  of  a  child  as  did  some  com¬ 
munities  in  other  states. 

—Ten  million  adults  in  1940  had  so 
little  schooling  as  to  be  almost  illiter¬ 
ate. 

—Three  million  of  this  number  had 
never  been  enrolled  in  any  school 
whatsoever. 

-Twenty-five  percent  of  our  people 
over  25  years  of  age  in  1940  had  six 
years  or  less  of  schooling. 

—Educational  neglect  caused  Selec¬ 
tive  Service  in  World  War  II  to  reject 
the  equivalent  of  20  combat  divisions, 
almost  as  many  combat  divisions  as 
were  deployed  in  the  entire  Pacific  area 
during  the  war. 

Right  now,  in  1947-48,  there  are: 

—100,000  teachers  employed  on 
emergency  substandard  certificates— 
one  in  nine  as  contrasted  with  one  in 
200  in  1939^. 

—large  shortages  of  qualified  teach¬ 
ers  in  many  states. 

—salary  schedules  so  low  in  many 
states  th^  often  the  ablest  highschool 
graduates  shun  teaching  as  a  career. 

—not  less  than  2,000,0W  children  de¬ 
nied  proper  instructional  opportuni- 


ROBERT  WYATT,  Indianapolis, 
huL 

. .  and  approYod  as  a  statomont  of  policy  by  iho 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Notional  Education  Association: 


1 


ties  as  a  direct  result  of  the  teacher 
shortage. 

—overcrowded  classrooms  and  heavy 
teacher  load  in  every  state. 

—educational  slum  areas  in  many 
states  and  communities. 

—millions  of  children  denied  ade¬ 
quate  school  buildings,  equipment, 
and  instructional  supplies. 

Such  conditions  are  tragic.  They 
provide  the  kind  of  soil  in  which  alien 
ideologies  most  readily  take  root  and 
flourish. 

The  state  legislatures  in  1947  did 
a  commendable  job  of  providing  the 
funds  to  start  the  schools  back  on 
the  road  toward  their  prewar  status. 

The  additional  appropriations, 
however,  do  not  offset  the  decline  in 
the  purchasing  power  of  the  dollar 
and  overcome  the  wartime  deteriora¬ 
tion  in  our  schools. 

A  Braak  in  the  Dike 

The  lack  of  good  schools  from 
which  vast  numbers  of  our  youth  suf¬ 
fer  today  is  a  major  break  in  the  dike 
of  security  for  American  democracy. 

Many  states  lack  the  ability  to 
finance  good  schools  for  all  of  their 
children.  The  sutes  that  are  poor¬ 
est  are,  as  a  rule,  the  ones  that  have 
relatively  the  most  children  to  be  edu¬ 
cated;  yet,  as  a  rule,  these  less  able 
states  make  the  greatest  effort  to  oper¬ 
ate  good  schools. 

Without  federal  aid  the  states  with 
less  economic  ability  will,  in  the  years 
ahead,  continue  to  have  large  num¬ 
bers  of  children  who  do  not  have  a 
fair  chance  to  become  citizens  well- 
grounded  in  the  meaning  of  American 
democracy. 

With  federal  aid  this  grave  threat 
to  the  American  way  of  life  can  be 
averted. 

Congrassional  Proposals 

Pending  in  the  80th  Congress  are 
twro  bipartisan  bills,  S472  and  HR- 
2953,  which  authorize  $300,000,000 
per  year  to  assist  the  states  in  more 
nearly  equalizing  educational  oppor¬ 
tunity  thru  public  elementary  and 
public  secondary  schools. 


This  l^islation  provides  for  [a]  the 
maintenance  of  state  and  local  con¬ 
trol  over  educational  instruction  and 
policy;  [b]  the  distribution  of  funds 
to  the  states  so  that  the  largest 
amounts  will  go  to  those  in  greatest 
need;  [c]  the  expenditure  of  federal 
funds  for  the  same  purposes  for  which 
state  and  local  school  revenues,  under 
state  constitutions  and  state  laws,  are 
spent;  and  [d]  no  discrimination  in 
the  use  of  federal  funds  for  separate 
schools  operated  for  minority  racial 
groups. 

The  pending  federal  legislation 
places  its  greatest  emphasis  upon  the 
improvement  of  the  public  schools 
where  they  are  most  meagerly  sup¬ 
ported.  A  minimum  acceptable 
standard  of  educational  opportunity 
is  the  immediate  objective. 

To  this  end,  the  Senate  Committee 
on  Labor  and  Public  Welfare  has 
recommended  the  enactment  of  S472 
by  the  United  States  Senate.  The 
House  subcommittee  on  education  has 
favorably  recommended  HR2953  to 
the  House  Committee  on  Education 
and  Labor. 

This,  or  similar,  legislation  should 
be  enacted  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment. 

For  a  New  Era 

The  nation  requires  today  a  school 
program  which  will  equip  our  youth 
for  a  new  era  in  national  and  world 
affairs.  Restoration  of  the  state  sys¬ 
tems  of  education  to  their  1940  status 
is  an  ill-conceived  and  dangerous  ob¬ 
jective.  The  public  schools  of  the 
nation  must  be  lifted  to  a  level  far 
above  that  of  1940  if  this  great  repub¬ 
lic  is  to  be  successful  in  the  drive  to 
make  secure  the  way  of  free  men. 

Financial  aid  to  other  nations  of 
the  world  is  but  part  of  our  obliga¬ 
tion.  An  equally  important  part  is  the 
strengthening  of  defenses  in  our  own 
country. 

This  part  of  the  job  must  be  done 
in  the  nation’s  front  line  of  defense 
—its  public  schools. 

It  is  time  for  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  to  share  in  the  support  of  public 
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education,  which  is  our  greatest  bul¬ 
wark  against  the  forces  which  seek  to 
destroy  freedom  within  our  own  coun¬ 
try. 

It  is  commendable  to  expend  bil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  to  halt  the  march  of 
communism  abroad  but  it  is  the 
height  of  folly,  at  the  same  time,  to  re¬ 
fuse  to  spend  a  few  millions  to  com¬ 
plete  the  bulwark  at  home  against  the 
same  forces  in  the  minds  of  otherwise 
neglected  and  forgotten  American 
children. 

In  the  Minds  of  Men 

Every  citizen  who  is  concerned 
about  the  preservation  and  the 
strengthening  of  the  American  way 
of  life  has  a  vital  stake  in  the  ideolog¬ 
ical  war  that  is  now  raging. 

The  battleground  of  the  world  is  in 
the  minds  of  men. 

The  victory  for  freedom  must  be 
won  on  both  the  foreign  and  the  home 
fronts. 

It  cannot  be  won  on  the  home 
front  without  good  schools  for  all 
children  and  youth. 

Only  thus  can  we  develop  in  the 
coming  generation  an  imperishable 
faith  and  conviction  in  the  ways  of 
freedom  and  give  to  our  children  the 
knowledge  and  foundation  skills  with 
which  to  make  democracy  work. 


To  fo/erofe  ignorance  within  our  nation  is  to  invite  disaster 
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(This  is  being  sent  to  you  first  class  in  lieu  of  a  Newsletter,  which  we  don^t  have 
time  to  Yif’ritc!  now  but  expect  to  send  within  two  v/eeks,) 

Special  U!.!I  and  Selective  Service  Issue 
March  29,  19U8 


YOU  WILL  HAVE  TO  ACT  NOW 

Senate  Reoublican  leader  Robert  A.  Tait  is  quoted  as  saying  last  Friday  that  the 
Senate  calendar  would  be  cleared  during  the  week  of  April  12  for  action  on  the  Presi¬ 
dent's  request  for  Universal  Military  Training  and  revival  of  the  Selective  Service 
system.  That  means  that  thie  public  has  possibly  two  v/eeks  before  a  vote  may  be 
taken  in  the  Senate. 

It  is  expected  that  the  House  Armed  Services  ComTiittee  may  begin  hearings  this  v/eek 
on  a  bill  nov;  being  dravn  up  in  the  Pentagon  providing  for  the  revival  of  Selective 
Service,  so  it  is  possible  tnat  House  action  might  come  about  the  same  time  as  in  the 
Senate,  The  timetable  now  seems  to  be  to  seek  Congressional  action  before  the  Ital¬ 
ian  elections  April  18, 

On  h'arch  25  Secrotarg'’  of  Defense  Forrostal,  voicing  the  orovious  day’s  decision  of 
President  Truman,  asked  for  3  billion  dollars  (this  figure  may  be  raised  to  SU  bil¬ 
lion)  in  addition  to  the  present  request  of  $11  billion  for  the  armed  services,  an 
increase  in  the  authorized  strength  of  the  Army,  '*avy,  anct  Air  Force,  drafting  of  a 
minimum  of  220,000  men  between  19  and  25  years  old  for  a  period  of  at  least  tv/o 
years,  and  the  beginning  of  a  UMT  program  to  include  850,000  l8-year-olds  as  soon  as 
tl'ie  program  gets  fully  under  v/ay. 

Senator  Harry  Flood  Pyrd  remarked  in  the  hearings  that  a  yearly  budget  of  $18  billion 
or  mori;  for  the  Armed  Services  is  really  being  asked  for,  since  Secretaig/  Forrestal 
had  estimated  a  few  days  ago  that  the  cost  of  U.IT  would  be  about  $2  billion  and  the 
cost  of  the  National  Guard  and  Reserve  orogram  to  accompany  it  v/ould  be  approximate¬ 
ly  $2  billion  more.  Yet  we  are  being  told  by  some  members  cf  the  same  Congress  that 
v/e  cannot  afford  to  spend  a  few  million  dollars  to  join  the  World  Health  Organiza¬ 
tion  and  help  rid  the  world  of  many  contagious  di3eas:.s. 

will  YOU  ? 

Get  a  group  together  and  TELLPHONL  YOUR  SEIIaTORS  aND  GONGFtEDS'MAN  in  Washington  that 
yo\/  don't  v/cant  UMT  or  the  draft,  /if ter  all,  it  is  not  their  money  but  the  taxpayers* 
mone?/  —  your  moriey  —  v/hich  they  are  voting,  xisk  them  to  give  increased  support  to 
the  United  Wations,  to  a  genuine  program  of  economic  recovery,  to  a  real  attemot  to 
secure  v/orid-v/ido  reduction  of  armaments.  Resist  v/ith  all  the  vigor  you  can  this 
present  drift  toward  war.  Let's  beat  communism  at  home  and  abroad  v/ith  a  more  con¬ 
struct  ivc  program  of  justice.  Armament  races  are  no  guarantees  of  peace. 

Arrange  a  carload  of  influential  citizens  from  your  state  or  community  and  DRIVE  TO 
WASHINGTON  to  L’^torview  the  members  of  Congress  from  your  state  or  you'-  fT.,neral  re- 
rion.  If  you  can't  come  to  Washington,  talk  to  the  editor  of  the  nev/spao-jr  that 
circulates  most  vvideLy  in  your  section.  Phono  a  half  dozen  ministers  in  your  county. 

AFTER  HAViriG  ".'RITTEN  TO  B.TORTANT  LEADERS  IN  CONGRESS  AS  ViELL  AS  TO  YOUR  SENATORS 
AND  CeHGRES3I''EH..  WRITE  YOUR  IRISNDS  TO  WRITE.  Don't  let  ocacotime  conscription  go 
through  DO  cause  you  have  been  too  indifferent  to  speak  sut  or  to  v/ritel 

E.  Raymond  Wilson 

Friends  Committee  on  Natl.  Legislation 
2111  Florida  Ave.  l^I,  Washington  8,  DC 


A  FEW  HI(3iLIGETS  FROM  ACTIVITIES  OF  THE 
FRIFNLS  COICIITTEE  ON  NA.TIGNAL  LEGISLATION,  January  and  February,  1948 

1.  Support  for  ^rop_ean  Recovery  Program,  James  M.  Read,  Foreign  Service  Secretary 

...  American  Friends  Service  Commit¬ 

tee,  testified  on  behalf  of  the  F.C.N.L,  urging  a  program  large  enough  to  bring  real 
recovery;  the  importance  of  the  quality  of  administrators  and  technicians  we  send; 
reconstruction  of  a  healthy  economy  to  unify  Europe  and  not  split  it  in  two;  real  em¬ 
phasis  on  world  disarmam.ent  as  part  of  any  aid  program;  a  global  view  of  recovery; 
the  closest  possible  cooperation  with  the  United  Nations;  and  the  carrying  out  of  any 
program  with  a  genuine  spirit  of  humility* 

2*  Conservation  of  Grain  to  Feed  Europe,  The  Executive  Secretary'’  testified  January 

supoort  of  extension  of  the  power 
to  allocate  grain  for  essential  purposes  in  order  to  ship  grain  abroad  for  relief* 
Stephen  G.  Cary,  form.er  relief  commissioner  for  the  A,F,S,C,,  prepared  and  presented 
a  statement  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Economic  Report,  indicating  the  extrem.e  need  . 
for  bread  grains.  The  F.C,N,L,  ran  two  advertisements  in  the  V/ashington  Post,  en- v/ 
couraging  Congress  to  act  immediately  so  as  to  prevent  d i s t i  1  le'rs  f r oiri  c orisuriiin g 
large  quantities  of  scarce  grains.  A  letter  to  the  editor  was  published  in  the  Nexv 
York  Times  and  the  Neiv  York  Herald  Tribune. 


3.  Seminars  on  Current  Legislation,  More  than  30  members  of  Yearly  Meeting  Peace 

Committees,  of  the  F,C,N,L,  General  Comm.ittee, 
and  of  the  A,F,S,C,  staff  spent  three  days  calling  on  Congressm^en  and  Senators,  at¬ 
tending  committee  hearings,  and  studying  and  discussing  action  on  the  European  Re¬ 
covery  Program,  U  M  T,  Civil  Rights,  and  other  legislative  issues. 

To  study  government  in  action,  34  high  school  students  from.  Nev;  York,  Pennsylvania, 
New  Jersey,  Delav;are,  Maryland,  North  Carolina,  and  the  District  of  Columbia  cam.e  to 
lYashington.  They  had  interviev/s  with  Congressmen  and  Senators,  attended  sessions  of 
the  Senate,  met  vrith  the  clerk  of  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee,  and  studied 
and  discussed  the  European  Recovery  Program*  and  universal  military  training. 

4.  Opposition  to  Peacetime  Conscription,  The  F,C,N,L.  has  continued  to  lead  the 

opposition  to  legislation  for  universal 

military  training.  Special  funds  were  raised  for  an  intensive  anti-conscmlpt ion  ef¬ 
fort.  Chester  A*  Graham.,  Dutton  S.  Peterson,  and  George  Loft  have  been  doing  field 
v;ork  in  18  states.  Efforts  of  the  Legion  and  Governor  Dev;ey  to  have  the  N.Y,  State 
Legislature  memiorialize  Congress  to  pass  U  K  T  have  been  blocked  so  far  by  vigorous 
action  on  the  part  of  Dutton  Peterson,  a  former  NoY,  legislator,  George  Loft  is  now 
working  against  a  sim.ilar  resolution  in  New  Jersey*  Approximately  5,000  packets  of 
literature  have  gone  to  Y.M,C,A,  secretaries,  ministers,  and  leaders  in  all  parts  of 
the  country;  and  about  100  organizations  were  kept  constantly  in  touch  with  legis¬ 
lative  developmients  through  special  "flash"  mailings, 

5*  Work  for  Admission  of  Refugees  and  Displaced  Persons,  C,  Lloyd  Bailey  is  serv- 

ing  on  the  steering  com¬ 
mittee  of  representatives  of  national  organizations,  planning  detailed  strategy  on 
displaced  persons  legislation* 

6*  Ajiti- Lynch ing  legislation,  Byron  Haworth,  attorney  of  High  Point,  N, C,,  pre- 

pared  a  statement  in  support  of  a  federal  anti-lynch- 
ing  act*  The  statement  was  made  a  part  of  the  official  record  of  the  hearings* 

♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  *  ♦  ♦  ♦ 
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E,  Raj^Tiiond  Wilson  and  C*  Lloyd  Bailey 


